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Introduction 


This book asks how architects and urban 
designers can help shape cities that are just 
and equitable. We hope to reveal common 
tools with which designers, activists, and 
decision-makers can work together to 
reimagine the space of the city and make 
urban resources available to those who 
need them most. 


A just city prioritizes fairness and equity. 
As urban planning theorist Susan Fainstein 
has written, this idea provides a necessary 
alternative to the neoliberal notion of a 
prosperous city that is profitable, growth- 
driven, and efficient for those who already 
have access to wealth.' Instead, a just city 
would reckon with long-standing extractive 
and exploitative patterns of settlement, 
wealth-creation, and labor that have 
especially discriminated against Black, 
Indigenous, and people of color. Through 
this process, we can begin the contentious— 
yet inventive and interpretive—process of 
reorganizing political power, redistributing 
resources, and restructuring wealth. 





1 Susan S. Fainstein, The Just City. Cornell University Press, 2011. 


This book is a work in progress. It was 
created by architecture students at 
California College of the Arts in a seminar 
called “Urban Imaginaries.” Here, in its 

first iteration, we draw out a series of case 
studies from architecture and urban design 
to see where they push up against pressing 
questions about justice in cities. In these 
case studies and our readings, we learned 
how collective cultural narratives about the 
city—or urban imaginaries—that were long 
driven by settlement, industrialization, and 
modernization are now being challenged 
by social inequity, climate change, and 
neoliberalism today. 


We wrote this book with two audiences in 
mind. First, we hope to foreground social 
justice questions for architects and urban 
designers—people who may not know how 
to best work with activists and decision- 
makers. Second, we hope to reach the 
partners of architects and designers— 
people who reshape the governance and 
lived experience of cities, but might not 
know how (or why) to work with designers. 
Our goal is to create a shared toolkit 

that will establish a common language 
among architects, activists, policy-makers, 
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economists, developers and many others. 

In the second version of this book, which will 
be released in the summer of 2021, we will 
publish student interviews with social justice 
activists and draw out a toolkit of design 
strategies that can support their mission. 


If the neoliberal city requires spreadsheets, 
smart meters, incentives, marketing 
campaigns, and iconic skylines, what tools 
does the just city require? These same tools 
may still be useful, for example for rerouting 
electrical power grids to grassroots 
ownership, or to use tax breaks to preserve 
sites of cultural significance. In other ways, 
dormant tools of the public sector also need 
to be revived to enable health care, housing, 
education, and environmental health as a 
collective right. 


Perhaps most critical as a tool for the just 
city are forms of expertise rooted within 
community knowledge. As urban planner 
and scholar Toni Griffin has written,? “it is 
imperative that each city or community 
decide for itself what values it should 


2 The Just City Essays: 26 Visions for Urban Equity, Inclusion and Opportuni- 

ty, Volume 1. Edited by Toni L. Griffin, Ariella Cohen and David Maddox (J. Max 
Bond Center on Design for the Just City at the Spitzer School of Architecture, 

City College of New York, Next City and The Nature of Cities, 2015). 
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assign to become more just.” Critical tools 
for the just city, in this sense, must support 
consensus-building, storytelling, mutual aid, 
and collective ownership, among many other 
skills. 


Where does design fit in? Tools for 
architects and urban designers have for so 
long aspired to create impossible Utopias 
with coercive governance structures, or 
best-practice manuals for the prosperous 
city. But they can be so much more. 
Architects’ tools can represent networks of 
community reciprocity, frame narratives that 
assert collective rights, form boundaries of 
ownership and inclusion, construct scaffolds 
for future action, and set a mood for 
interaction and shared delight. 


The case studies collected in this book 
explore the full spectrum of these tools— 
from Utopia to the just city, from projects 
we support to projects we still need to 

learn from. We have organized this book 

in four chapters that point to techniques 
and narratives of resource distribution: 
property, equity, environment, and economy. 
We also color-coded the drawings to 

reflect the presence of these four themes 
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among the projects and to demonstrate 
where they overlap and mingle. Property 
explores how land has been parceled, 
zoned and reconfigured to create wealth 
and opportunity. Equity asks what it takes 
to redress the injustices of racial and 
class discrimination. Environment explores 
the social justice implications of natural 
resource use, ecosystem maintenance 
and climate risk. Economy asks how cities 
enable the distribution and consumption 
of capital through real estate development, 
neoliberal planning, labor and work. 


As architects and urban designers, we hope 
to activate these very sites to conspire with 
social movements and bring a just city to life. 
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This page: Frank Lloyd Wright at the Rockefeller Center viewing 
the Broadacre City model on April 15, 1935, image: Keystone View 
» Company/Getty Images. Opposite page: Project icon, image: Kurt 
Pelzer. / 



























American architect Frank Lloyd Wright’s 1935 pro- 
posal for Broadacre City imagines a communal 
“city” where independent homesteads could sus- 
tain themselves on one-acre of land. Families would 
gain stability from their isolation from one another, 
but stay connected enough to achieve a real sense 
of community. This return to rural living would re- 
acquire citizens of Broadacre City with the virtues 
of individual freedom and self-reliance, as a coun- 
ter-proposal to the overpopulation of cities, the 
isolation of traditional agrarian life, and the sprawl 
of the developer’s speculative suburb. Making this 
possible are three modern inventions that connect 
society and transform the boundary between work 
and leisure: the motor car, telecommunications, and 
standardized machine-shop production. For Wright, 
Broadacre would untether Americans from the regji- 
mentation of urban life and emphasize social rights. 








Curt Peltzer 


Broadacre City 
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Survey Datums 
and Grid Corrections 
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The Grid is a Grid is a Grid 


Conceived at the height of the Great Depression, 
Broadacre City was intended not for construction 
but as a vehicle for addressing issues of the 
industrial city. Wright determined the programs 
and proportions of Broadacre City so that each 
four-square mile unit would be self-sustaining, yet 
connected to other communities. This concept 
invokes the Public Land Survey System, or 

the Jeffersonian Grid, to define a monumental, 
coherent, and spatial logic to civic organization led 
by the “county architect” The predilection Wright 
had for the agrarian United States and Jeffersonian 
grid influenced his vision of how a modern 
community could be organized. 
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In 1922, Henry Ford proclaimed, “we shall solve 
the problem of the city by leaving the city?” Wright 
echoed this anti-city sentiment: “we have started 
toward a new integration... along the horizontal 

line which we call the great highway.’ Wright's first 
exhibtion of Broadacre City at the 1935 Industrial 
Arts Exposition at New York’s Rockefeller Center, 
was sponsored by John D. Rockefeller Jr. and the 
Carnegie Corporation’s National Alliance of Art and 
Industry. Here, a twelve square foot model was also 
funded by American businessman and Fallingwater 
client, Edgar J. Kaufmann and the Federal 

Housing Administration. Wright’s proposal for 

the total decentralization of the city found friendly 
bedfellows in the tycoons of American business 
and industry, propelled by gasoline flowing from 
Rockefeller’s Standard Oil Co. and by Ford’s 
mass-produced automobile, 


Standard Oil Company 
(1911) 
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Standard Oil of New Jersey Exxon (renamed in 1973) 
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—+ Mobil 


Mobil (renamed in 1963) 


The Ohio Oil Company Marathon Oil (renamed in 1930) 
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Density and Isolation 


Wright envisioned that Broadacre’s low-density 
communities would be replicated across the 
United States, creating a network of small 
settlements connected together by highways 

and telecommunication systems, such as radio 
and telephone. The scale was local, as Wright 
emphasized, with “...little farms, little homes for 
industry, little factories, little schools, and a little 
university.’ There would be approximately 1,400 
families, or 3,000 people, within each four-square 
mile block (in comparison, San Francisco has 
18,000 people per square mile). Every citizen of 
Broadacre would be a property owner-—with a 
minimum of one acre of land or more, according to 
need—and own at least one car. 
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: Above: Streets in the sky, looking north-west across Cotton 
Street, image: Wikiwand. Opposite page: Project icon, image: Tom 
rulevitch. 
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Robin Hood Gardens was a council housing es- 
tate (government-funded) in London designed by 
British architects Alison and Peter Smithson in the 
late 1960s. The project reinterprets traditional ele- 
ments of a city in a brutalist-style building, with a 
monolithic form 
kind of ‘district; a raised corridor as ‘streets; and 
stacked flats as ‘houses. Here, streets in the sky 
invite neighborly interaction, provide sweeping 
views, and provide a protected interface to the city. 
This project promoted middle class values of pri- 
vacy and ownership. Many of Its residents came 
from overcrowded Single Room Occupancy dwell- 
ings, where amenities were shared. Here instead, 
residents could enjoy private flats, garage space, 
balconies with a view, and for some residents. This 
transition to middle class life was especially enabld 
with the passage of Margaret Thatcher’s ‘Right to 
Buy’ policy, which sy ie deal private ownership into 
Robin Hoods Gardens. 


























spanning several city blocks as a 


Robin Hood Gardens 
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Robin Hood Gardens 


interpreted. Image: Tom 
Krulevitch. 
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The government has repeatedly shaped property 
and redistributed wealth on the Robin Hood 
Gardens’ site. In the 1870s, the state acquired 
small private properties and consolidated them 
on an orthogonal street grid for bourgeois-owned 
Grosvenor buildings. After these were converted 
into overcrowded Single Room Occupancy 
dwellings, the site was further demolished and 
consolidated into even larger city blocks for 
Robin Hood Gardens. Most recently, the site was 
cleared again in 2017 to make way for a private 
development called Blackwall Reach. 
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' Above: Video still of demolition of Robin Hood Gardens in 2017, re nate | aero 
Image: Dezeen. Opposite page: Policy timeline, image: Tom 
Krulevitch. 











1800 


Wealth 


Who owns Robin Hood Gardens? This parcel 
was subdivided, re-subdivided, consolidated, 

and re-consolidated, and then re-consolidated 
again, with each transition creating wealth for 
each owner. Robert Piers sold the land to the 
East India Dock Company. James Hartnol built the 
Grosvenor buildings. The government built Robin 
Hood Gardens, where under Thatcher’s ‘right to 
buy’ some tenants purchased their flats at a 20% 
discount from market rates. Meanwhile, rents of 
the poorest continued to rise, thus subsidizing the 
wealthier flat owners. 


2017: London Borough of Tower Hamlets and Greater London 
Authority decide to demolish Robin Hood Gardens and 
build Blackwall Reach 


1980: Thatcher's 'Right to Buy' passed 
by Parliament and some Robin 
Hood residents purhase their flats 


1965: London Council purchases 5+ acres and commissions Robin Hood Gardens 
1804: East India Dock Company purchases land from Robert Peer 
1807: East India Dock Company sells subdivisions to contractors, who divide further 


1875: Cross Act enables slum 
clearance and replanning 


1885: James Hartnoll and others 
build Grosvenor Buildings 











1850 1900 1950 2000 
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= Ruby Above: Grosvenor Buildings, Robin Hood Lane and Mackrow Street 
a = in 1928, in Survey of London: Volumes 48 and 44, London County 
©) Council, London. Opposite page: Density diagram, image: Tom 

fees Krulevitch. 
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Density 





site housed bourgois 


New replaces old. This s 
ners, dock workers, and most recently, in 





land-ow 
Blackwall Reach, white collar families who frequent 
successful commercial developments such as 
Canary Wharf. Meanwhile, density has increased 
and conditions have improved as each owner 
readies their property for profit. Government- 
funded Robin Hood Gardens is the sole exception, 
where streets in the sky and open s 
subsidized at the expense of density. 
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" Siiemanlain Elia and 
Zoe Zenghelis, Office of 
Metropolitan Architect 

The City of Captive Globe is a speculative drawing 
made in 1972 that exaggerates conditions of Man- 
hattan’s street grid to imagine a new urban culture 
invigorated by Utopian imagination and political 
subversion. This “city” is a catalogue of models and 
architectural precedents where all the desirable 
elementes scattered through the Old World finally 
assemble in a single place. It would serve as evi- 
dence that architecture could offer everything to all 
the people at the same time. The Captive Globe is 
devoted to the artificial conception and accelerated 
birth of theories, interpretations, constructions, pro- 


posals and their infliction to the world. 
































The City of the Captive Globe 
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Density 


Koolhaas’ work celebrates the culture of gestion 
enabled by Manhattan's grid. This drawing, below, 
collages multiple projects from the Office of 
Metropolitan Architecture in a way that is inspired 
by Koolhaas’ own reading of the Downtown Athetic 
Club as a surprising recombination of diverse 
urban conditions. 





The City of the Captive Globe 41 


Readings: 


Ballon, Hillary. The Greatest Grid: The Master Plan of Manhattan. United 
States: Columbia University Press, 201 2. 

Banner, Stuart. American Property. United Kingdom: Harvard University 
Press, 2011. 

Bhandar, Brenna. Co/onial Lives of Property: Law, Land, and Racial Regimes 
of Ownership. United States: Duke University Press, 2018. 

¢ Cheng, Irene, “The Racial Geometry of the Nation: Thomas Jefferson’s 
Grids and Octagons,’ in Race and Vision in the Nineteenth-Century United 
States. Ed. Shirley Samuels. United States: Lexington Books, 2019. 
Corner, James M.., Corner, James., MacLean, Alex S.. Taking Measures 
Across the American Landscape. United Kingdom: Yale University 

Press, 1996. 

Fishman, Robert. Urban Utopias in the Twentieth Century Ebenezer Howard, 
Frank Lloyd Wright, and Le Corbusier. Cambridge, Mass: The MIT Press, 
2016. 

¢ Johnson, Hildegard Binder. Order upon the Land: the U.S. Rectangular Land 
Survey and the Upper Mississippi Country. New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 
Lipsky, Florence. Grid meets the hills. France: Parenthéses, 1999. 
Northrup, Cynthia Clark. “Ordinance of 1785)’ “Homestead Act,’ and 

“Forty Acres and a Mule.’ Essay. In 7he American Economy: a Historical 
Encyclopedia. Santa Barbara, CA: ABC-CLIO, 2011 

Oatman-Stanford, Hunter. “Demolishing the Cacia Dream: How San 
Francisco Planned Its Own Housing Crisis.” Collectors Weekly. Accessed 
March 24, 2021. https://www.collectorsweekly.com/articles/demolishing- 
the-california-dream/. 

Pistor, Katharina. “Coding Land’ In The Code of Capital: How the Law 
dba’ a and Inequality. Princeton ; Oxford: Princeton University 


e 








e 








: Stanamise “Property” Issue 00, Fall 2020. Toronto: Scapegoat Publishers. 
Ed. Adrian Blackwell and Etienne Turpin. 

hee Frank Lloyd. “Broadacre City: A New Community Plan.’ Essay. In 
The City Reader, edited by Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout. London: 
peas, 2000. 





Superblocks 





¢ Ballon, Hilary, and Kenneth T. Jackson. Robert Moses and the Modern City: 
the Transformation of New York. New York: W.W. Norton &amp; Co., 2007. 

¢ CIAM. “Charter of Athens: Tenets.” Essay. In Programs and Manifestoes on 
20th-Century Architecture, edited by Ulrich Conrads. Cambridge, Mass, 


42 


1964. 
* Colquhoun, Alan. “From Le Corbusier to Megastructures: Urban Visions 
1930-65.” Essay. In Modern Architecture. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 
¢ Easterling, Keller. Organization Space: Landscapes, Highways, and Houses 
in America. Cambridge, MA: The MIT Press, 2001. . 

¢ Frampton, Kenneth. Megaform as Urban Landscape: 1999 Raoul Wallenberg 
Lecture. Ann Arbor, MI, 1999. 

¢ Le Corbusier. “Guiding Principles of Town Planning.’ Essay. In Programs 
and Manifestoes on 20th-Century Architecture, edited by Ulrich Conrads. 
Cambridge, Mass, 1964. 

¢ Le Corbusier. The City of Tomorrow and Its Planning. United States: Dover 
Publications, 2013. 

¢ Maki, Fumihiko. /nvestigations in Collective Form. St. Louis: School of 
Architecture, Washington University, 2004. 

¢ Nelson, Garrett Dash. “An Appalachian Trail” Places Journal, April 1, 2019. 
https://placesjournal.org/article/an-appalachian-trail-a-project-in-regional- 
planning/. 

¢ Sachs, Avigail. “The Garden in the Machine: Architecture and Landscape 
in the Tennessee Valley” PLATFORM. PLATFORM, September 28, 
2020. https://www.platformspace.net/home/the-garden-in-the-machine- 

architecture-and-landscape-in-the-tennessee-valley. . 








Infills, Islands, and Aggregates 


¢ Aureli, Pier Vittorio. “Toward the Archipelago.” In The Possibility of an 
Absolute Architecture. United Kingdom: MIT Press, 2011. 

¢ Easterling, Keller, “Subtraction.” Perspecta 34: Temporary Architecture, 

¢ Harvey, David. “The New Urbanism and the Communitarian Trap,’ in Harvard 
Design Magazine, 1997. 

¢ Jacobs, Jane. The Death and Life of Great American Cities. United 
Kingdom: Knopf Doubleday Publishing Group, 2016. 

¢ Koolhaas, Rem. “Definitive Instability: The Downtown Athletic Club.’ 
In Delirious New York: A Retroactive Manifesto for Manhattan. United 
States: Monacelli Press, 2014. 

¢ Leccese, Michael and McCormick, Kathleen. Charter of the New Urbanism: 
Congress for the New Urbanism. New York: McGraw Hill Education, 1999. 

¢ Rowe, Colin., Koetter, Fred. Collage City. United Kingdom: MIT Press, 1983. 

¢ Sherman, Roger. L.A. Under the Influence: The Hidden Logic of Urban 
Property. United Kingdom: University of Minnesota Press, 2010. 





Property Reading List 43 


Equity 


This chapter asks what it takes to 
redress the injustices of racial and class 
discrimination. As Susan Fainstein has 
JUle fe (=s-1k=\o Mmmr- Ime) codr-le [Uli e) cole] e-laamr-l'ce) e- 
the less well off more than the well-to- 
ofoymn da] co) 0 le] amr- Muu c-Yell-jtale)0la\\(-Wa-Vace) ame) 
=Yoxo) ale) aal(omm exe) || 4(er-] Mm -tolert-1-lale mj ey-1if-] 
resources.’ The five projects studied 

here show very different ways of working 
towards equity—some offer gifts, while 

ve) d al=) 6M =¥ (exe) ga-M eLeleye-jue-] e)e) [ale me) ar-l1%=) am (efer=| 
real estate markets. In other words, some 
(o) k=) aun 1 =X=10 Ce) ani ce) anim ele)’(-\an'm i iall(-Melsal-) 6- 
offer “freedom to” seize the very means 
(oe) mm =Xere) ale) gal (ome) ces-je\-) aii Aum [amie |aammial-t-7-) 
strategies are reflected in complementary 
(o (=S-J(e] am kote) “Mme alice) aaalinvamahie)aceliaye 
Yor- ake) (ollale Mma-iuceviimr-laremlalille 





The Pruitt-lgoe apartments in St. Louis and 
WEF WAY(=\ao(-W lam tal-W=icela) MOlL<- nce) o)am a leleye 
CFT ael=\at-me(=s-xe1g] ol-Xo Mla tai = F-timedal-le)c-a me liye 
dal=-meliame)im alelel-jlale m-l-m- im ey-s-)(emmere)anlantele 


1 Fainstein, Chapter 1, “Philosophical Approaches to the Problem of Justi- 
ce,” “Equity” section. 

2 Thanks to McClain Clutter for this observation, which also resonates with 
Susan Fainstein’s reference to this distinction in her Introduction to The Just 
City. 
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right. Minoru Yamasaki’s design for Pruitt- 
Kefoy=Wa=\lalielaex-s-mmual- me) ce)’ (-i(e)ame)mr-ligal=s-3> 
tal col 0lelamaat-ma-)(-lald(-s-s-1 hme lalixe)aaama=)el-1ilale)e 
ro) im Ul ali om icece) am oleli (ell ale mexe)q-mmr-lare mice) (=) am la 
the Bronx, Grimshaw and Dattner Architects 
ig=\(=Your=Yo Mmtal-maalelalelcolahim-|arem-{-\° | a-vel-lile)a 

of Pruitt-lgoe with their embrace of 
aby,e)dcomillarelialemmaniie)dcemexeyealeyiat-ldle)at= 

vo) mu Ko)" a) ave) 0 f-1-S-Mr-] ale Mice)! (-1e-er-l arom alvolale 

foe) ol 0] F-)ile)al-me) Mm a-)al\-1e-M-lale me)! Zal-) ome B-s-) eo) i k=) 
var=}i ame lbai=1a=)alex-s-em hale) ele]amm ole)ialme)ae)(-lors 

fe) Code (=m ig =\-Xelelanmige)aatmele\i-lasmuuitareler 
te-lab-jce)aaallale Mect-\\ Am Ual-MillelalM@eymucalic-w-lare 
wealthier residents to St. Louis suburbs or 
the availability of federal funds for sustained 
investment. 


The Floating University in Berlin and Casa 
Ole Taie- mi Ke)alcey miele [lice [ecm al-)|eMeltal-)e-mal-) le) 
uals) aat-i-ih{=s-oem Le) ia mela=y-1%-M-lame) ol-lalr-lagar-1iel a= 
ivar-) Mm al=1| amelevels| oy-laln-meor-laManreleliAVAm-)ital=1ar-b- 
a literal scaffold, as in Berlin, or a “half- 
house” structure, as in Iquique. These 
projects empower invention and self- 
=Yo[Ufer-|4(e) ama Mal-\me-10] e) ole) am alelatsaleces(-t-lamr-laalihy 
structures and entrepreneurial ventures. 
S10) am] —we- | xem pal ole)ar-lalmcom c-Veal-lealel-lamtar-1' 
it's actually impossible to pull yourself up 


‘o)YAa'(o) 0] au oXoe) sy ¢-| oy Mal-W~) MOMs) iUlel(om-lare 
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Oo) abo jic- We) ce)(-\orme(el-s-m ill atal-\ame)mr-| dare mt-lare 
off the speculative market. Their residents 
d=Xerolavitelelc- mare) melalhmial-mer-y-meymlaleihuceler-) 

oJ of- (ox =s- Hm oO ma Nal =M-Yere)alelaal(om—-jigureri0lc-Mme)Vm\ialleis 
they occupy the city. Its occupants rework a 
ak=1a"ce) a, @kelim ce) agat=iahmn'c-ler-] ala (e)e-wr- Tale Mm a=lageyilt 
X=Yal=Yaat=Jalam elelicell are b-amie) mere) | (=\eqth'c-Meo) 2 a(-)e-Jal] oF 
In this sense, this project combines the 
o(=S-J(el aM cere) me) m-yer-1ace)reliare my aitam«-Xeralal(e[el-s-me) i 
Tavilitiave me-laremaciice)iintiate mual-Melaey-lamelaremmial el 
q=Yexe) avalele lalate Mm e)ce) el-lanmr-lalem e-m-j el-\es8 I T-1ahYc= 
nature. 


A central question across these projects is 
ale) a tal-Mr-laal=1ile)e-) ace) ameymiat-vele]ia’mer-lam-l pre 

J ar=]e) (=e lO] e-]0)(-me-jaa0(o10] ¢-] mes at-|ale(-Ww- wm DY- ule) 
Harvey has written, “the right to the city is 
it-lemaalela=Mtat-lameal-mlarelh ace Ol-lmilel-)antmcelr-\ere-s-$— 
Ul dey-] am a=s-10) 0 | cex-s-san| Moe; Male lala comes at-lale[=) 

(o} 0] ==) 1)(=S-m oh mes at-lale|iale muar=melia maale)aom- lia) 
our heart’s desire.”* To activate this right, the 
1KoXo) [-meo(=s-Yor| el-Ye mm al-la-M-1a-Me) al him exes-s-J le) (=m dalale 
K=\V=) ¢- Le [=xe m1 Keyale f-te(= More) aalanlelali nia ey-box-ve 

XoXo) (=o) maat-llalt-)at-larex-mele)'(=)aat-lalex-mmr-lale| 

fore) ab-{=)al-1e bm eleliceliarem 





3 David Harvey, “Rights to the City,” in New Left Review 2008. 
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Floating University Berlin 
by Raumlabor 


Floating University Berlin was designed and built in 
2018 by German architecture collective Raumlabor 
as a laboratory for experiential learning and trans- 
and fledgling institution offers designers, practitio- 
ners, and the general public a platform for the col- 
lective exchange of ideas and discourse. Located 
in the midst of parks within the abandoned Tem- 
pelhofer airfield, the university has devised its own 
set of rules focused around collective practice and 
alternative pedagogical practices. The university is 
open to guests of any socio-economic background 
or professional discipline. This open stance towards 
visitors fosters an equitable community. 


- Donna Mena 
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Wow the materials are 
so interesting. You 
don’t see anything like 





in my neighborhood. 
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So these things 
capture water and 
then we'll filter it? 





























Can you please get 
me a soda from the 
student-run bar? 
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Just want to make 
sure you have 











enough scaffolding 
from us. 
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>) Above: View of participants helping assemble furniture to be used in 
the university, image: Victoria Tomaschko. Opposite page: Phased 
site plans, image: Donna Mena. 





Paused Development is an Opportunity for 
Growth 


The site of the Floating University originally 
collected stormwater run-off from the adjacent 
airport south of the basin. Now, It hosts Floating 
e.V., an association of care-takers who can monitor 
and respond to this ecologically charged site. 

This network grew out of the temporary Floating 
University project, which operated for six months in 
2018. The masterplan’s ability to grow and adapt 
helps it cater to community needs, but with minimal 
impact on the environment. 






























































2. Urban Foret 
3. Green house 
5. Toilets 
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Separation from the City Promotes Freedom 


Floating University sits near state parks, 
recreational sites and cemeteries. Because of its 
distance from residential homes and commercial 
areas, the university can operate independently 
from the rules that typically influence city 
operations. 
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Above: Students work to secure a tub which will help filter one of 
the four types of water the University treats, image: Victoria To- 
nare¥sxei a) Coon @) 0) ofe}<J (=m oy-(e[-Mmreli(cm o)[-larsrmlaat-\e [orm Ble)alar- lV (clal-o 





Environment and Dignity 


One of the primary sites for experimentation at 
Floating University is the capture and filtration of 
four types of water: rainwater, basin water, grey 
water and blackwater. Water is used on site, with 
a majority of it devoted to Irrigation for on-site 
fruit and vegetables. Respect for nature can be 
seen throughout the site. It takes a substance 
that is otherwise undesirable and applies it to the 
production of food. 


| can’t believe we're using 





greywater to grow vegetables. 
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Wow, these tomatoes 
are looking great! 


























lam so happy! 
| More water please! 
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a This page above: Arcihtect with Pruitt Igoe. Below: Pruitt-Igoe in 

: June 1971, Image: Bettmann/Corbis. Opposite page: Project icon, 
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Wendell O. Pruitt Homes and 
William Igoe Apartments 
by Minoru Yamasaki 


In the 1950s, a public housing project in St. Louis, 
Missouri was designed by American Architect Mi- 
noru Yamasaki. Pruitt Igoe was a complex of 33 
11-story towers built for segregated white and black 
residents, but as “white flight” gained momentum, 
the towers further further segregated a primarily Af- 
rican Americans population within the city. 


Pruitt Igoe was initially considered a model for pub- 
lic housing, with social programs, playgrounds, 
and stable homes for low-income residents. After 
twenty years, however, Pruitt lgoe was demolished. 
The project failed for many reasons, from govern- 
met subsidies of suburban development and the 
migration of industrial jobs overseas to diminishing 
maintenance budgets for public housing. To under- 
stand how the public sector can shape affordable 
housing, it is essential to know power is shaped by 
funding and economic development. 


- Shih-Ting Huang 


Pruitt Homes and Igoe Apartments 


59 





eee acy =| have never seen wy 
files growth isVe ire mom like that. She seer 
the suburb? | hiding something. | 
immediately understand 
and this is an only place 


| intend to live” 








: SS OS. ea eee = “Nice howe! 
“The essence of = \ugi Se ere oer =--=— Nice View!” 
public housing was \e = -_ SS 
_\ that the public sector} __ 

» could do a better job, 


“The city was 
changing. The urban 
industry economy was 
about to really fall 

off cliff” 





“Hmm. What is © 
| that tall buildings?) 


comfortable and \ 
freedom of space.” / 


“Where is the 
maintenance 
people? Light does 
not work.” 


“Public Housing in 
St. Louis is always 
use as a segregation 
tool.” 











ee 


BY 





is && 





























“It was like an oasis in the desert. 
All this newness, I'd be ther first 
person to occupy wy unit, that 
was a thrill for me. And then, 
they put me on the 11 floor where | 


was ... you didn’t live in any higher than 
2 floor. . 
Former Resident” 
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Pruitt 











“well, It is a very beautiful 
place, lika a big hotel resort. 


ld say, with plenty of green 
grass, trees, shruberry, and 
all the works. 
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Dignity 


Pruitt Igoe changed its residents lifestyle. 
Residents celebrated the fact that they didn’t have 
to squeeze on the same bed anymore. Everyone 
had a bed. Pruitt Igoe was a community that brings 
everyone together. Living in Pruitt lgoe made a lot 
of residents feel as though they were being treated 
respecttully. 













/ “It was like another world. Everybody had 

a bed. My mom had her own bed and 

| was so happy to see her just in a room 
to herself, with a door 


er a Jacquelyn Williams” 






“Pruitt Igoe was a place that | Bee TN 
as this wonderful buildings of different smells \ 
of pies and cookies and cakes and all these 
eclectic dishes that were being cooked by the 
residents on the 11 floor. / 


Former ed 
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hes, Sersh Wallace and her ton, Anthony, repair 
a toy in their apartment in the Pruittigoe project. 


Proud Residents 
Of Pruitt-Igoe 


Many Show Ingenuity and Effort 
In Making Apartments Attractive 
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Opportunity 


Through the advertisements celebrated how 
beautiful Pruit lgoe was, residents in these building 
also had a lot of requirements to follow. And these 
rules were not about just paying rent. 


Housing policies didn’t allow government funding 
for families with an unemployed man, forcing many 
families to be split apart. 


Hf indicated by an (X) below, PHA shall provide the following appliances for the premises: ( ) Cooking 
Range ( ) Refrigerator 


@) Utility Allowances: Tenant-Paid Utilities [5.632] har glia yg PHA shall provide 
amount totaling $___ for the following utilities paid 

() Electricity ( ) Gas ( ) Heat ( } Water ( ) Sewerage ( ) Trash removal ( ) Tenant-supplied cooking range ( 

) Tenant-supplied refrigerator 

(7) Charges for Excess Appliances 

supplier.) Charges for excess appliances are duc per the following: 19064 (OX2)1 

Ait Conditioners: An additional charge of $____ per month will be payable for each air conditioner in the 

premises for each month of occupancy. 

: If checked below, an additional charge of $___ per month for cach month of occupancy 

the premises. 


() Extra Refrigerator 
enact 
( 


Electric space heater 
(8) Security Deposit: Tenant agrees to pay as a security deposit. See Part I of this lease for 
information on treatment of the Security Deposit. [966.3 (bX5)] 


(9) Lead Safety: The PHA shall provide Tenant with a Lead Hazard Information Pamphlet, and a Lead 
Disclosure Addendum will be included as an attachment to the lease. 


(16) Execution: By Tenant's signature below, Tenant and houschold agree to the terms and conditions of 
Part I and EI of this lease and all additional documents made a part of the lease by reference. 


a I/we also acknowledge that the Provisions of Part I of this Lease Agreement 
have been received and thoroughly explained to me/us. 


TENANT, — DATE________ 

CO-TENANT a 

—EEEEeeEeEEEEEE DATE_____ 

MANAGER: DATE__ 

WITNESS: DATE___ 
TENANT'S CERTIFICATION, 


rey costify that L, and other members af my Household, have act com- 
mitted any fraud in connection with any federal housing assistance program, unless such frand was fully 


Appendix IV - Sample Public Housing Grievance Procedure: Page 301 
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Above: Families enjoying the outdoor space of Via Verde, image: 
# Grimshaw Architects and Dattner Architects with figures redrawn 
by Alhakam Alaedh. Opposite page: project icon, image: Alhakam 
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Via Verde 
by Grimshaw Architects and 
Dattner Architects 


A community project, Via Verde aims to house and 
maintain a healthy and active community. Through 
using unifying and directed activities, the inhabit- 
ants, who come from different socio-economic 
backgrounds, builds upon a solid foundation of a 
working community rather than a forced or manu- 
factured one. The design of Via Verde enforced the 
sense of community pride and opportunity. On the 
urban scape, Via Verde serves as a catalyst for pos- 
itive change and influence. 


- Alhakam Alaedh 
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Alhakam Alaedh.. 


Image 


rpreted. 


Ranks) 


Wislaels 























1 4 = = iy |. Ls = 
i i jf ft | la 


A 


Above: A unifying activity at Via Verde, image: Grimshaw Architects 
= and Dattner Architects with figures redrawn by Alhakam Alaedh. 
a Opposite page: Floor plan, image: image: Grimshaw Architects and 
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Freedom 


Public housing generally seeks to re-introduce 
lower income communities into areas of higher 
socioeconomic status, such as recently gentrified 
neighborhoods, and thus foster diversity in the city. 


In contrast, many public housing initiatives 
concentrated lower income residents in one area. It 
thus did little to help residents integrate and mingle 
with the rest of the city and deepened the divide 
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Above: Bird eye’s view of Via Verde showing the enclosure of the 
community but at the at the same time the interlocking with the city 
scape, image: Grimshaw Architects and Dattner Architects. Oppo- 
site page: Site plan. 





Dignity 


Why is Via Verde a great solution to the typical 
shortcomings of public housing? This project 
belonging to people of different income groups. Its 
living spaces and public areas are a very prominent 
feature of the project and are likely to be used by 
all types of residents, fostering exchange. 
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Opportunity 


All in all, Via Verde offers a breath of fresh air to 
the Bronx. At the groundbreaking ceremony, Bronx 
Borough President Ruben Diaz Jr. recalled the 
bad old days.. “Let it be known,’ he said, “that 
where the Bronx once burned we are building 
gardens in the sky.” Put differently, architecture 
alone doesn’t solve unemployment or poverty. But 
strong individual efforts like this can inspire future 
generations to find a better way to urbanise. 
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Quinta Monroy Housing 
by Alejandro Aravena, 
Elemental 


Social housing tends to get built in underserved ar- 
eas where land cost next to nothing, limiting work 
and education opportunities, resources, and trans- 
portation options. On the other hand, building with- 
in the city core can magnify the cost of housing. 
Quinta Monroy sidesteps this dilemma by offering 
housing in the city with reduced costs and smaller 
units. 


Casa Quinta Monroy, by the Chilean architecture 
firm Elemental, is an incremental social housing 
project in which property owners can alter their 
homes. A growing family who needs more space 
can modify their own structures and increase their 
own property value. Under this model, social hous- 
ing Is an investment, not a social expense. 


- Jennifer Jimenez 
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Above: Quinta Monroy Housing, image: Cristobal Palma, Ludovic 


Dusuzeau, and Tadeuz Jalocha for Elemental. Opposite page: Cus- 


tomization, image: Jennifer Jimenez. 


Freedom 
Casa Quinta Monroy gives its occupants the 
freedom to grow within their homes. Without fear 
of displacement or the restriction of overcrowded 

housing, familes are able to build and expand their 


homes freely. 
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Opportunity 


One generally expects housing values to increase 
over time, but for social housing that operates on 
a rental model, this is often not true. Elemental 
created a model for incremental construction (by 
building what they call a “half house”). The value 
of the house can appreciate as the family builds 
up and spends money on their house. This gives 
families the opportunity to grow into their homes, 
or when the time comes, to sell their homes for a 
profit. 
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40 SQ. METERS 





80 SQ. METERS 


» 








ENTIRE HOUSE HALF HOUSE 
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COOPERATIVE HOUSING TRUSTS: 








DISPOSE OF YOUR RENTAL 
EQUITY AFTER MOVING FROM THE 
COOPERATIVE HOUSING UNIT. 
THE MORE YEARS YOU STAY, 
THE MORE YOU GET CLOSER 
TO NEVER PAY POX HOUSING AGAIN. 
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MUTUAL HOUSING ASSOCIATION 





FORM A DISTRICT BASED 
NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

® THAT MEDIATES PLANNING, 
FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT 
BETWEEN THE CITY AND 
THE RESIDENTS OF THE 
COOPERATIVE HOUSING TRUSTS. 


O PERMANENT AFFORDABLE HOUSING 








90% DEVELOPMENT BUDGET 
LOW INTEREST PUBLIC LOAN 












ee ——> 1 /3% | 
H CO-MANACED BY: 
: Local Covernmment, 


Commmrmanedy 
aad City Comseil 


113% 4009 


CO.MANACED BY: 
Now-Resident Experts, 
Commmmenity Stakeholders 
and Local Neaprofite 





DEMOCRATIC VANACEMENT OF LAND 


. 


ELATIONAL STEPS T 





LOCK AFFORDABLE 

LAND USE AND EXCHANGE 
@ VALUE PERMANENTLY! 
MAKE LAND OWNERSHIP 
COLLECTIVE AND SEPARATE [7 
FROM THE BUILDING'S TENURE 









i/3% 


CO.MANAGED BY; 
Resitent Repressasetions of 
Cooperative Housing Traste 






















Land tenure transfeted f 
from tle Clay Bunk ratte 
Coceewanty Del rend Trat 











ACQUIRE PROPERTIES x: 
TO BE TRANSFEREDTO ._ + 
@ COMMUNITY: DISERIG? © > 


LANDYERUSTSSEOR1 
AN OR UST LOR. 









Bs ot ees 
TH EE 2s hi ait 


- enn eset aT 
PROVISION, OF, PERMANENE, : 





ee 


“FFORDABLE-HOUSING 8 






Permanent Affordable Housing, image: SITU Studio and CohStra. 
Opposite page: Project icon, image: Pietro Carini. 
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Uneven Growth Exhibition: 
New York by SITU Studio 
and Cohabitation Strategies 


This project ensures the creation of permanent, af- 
fordable housing in New York City. Hybrid land and 
property ownership by the city, non-profit develop- 
ers, and resident groups eliminates the profit motive 
by locking the exchange value of land at an afford- 
able rate. While the proposal supports the rehabili- 
tation of existing vacant or underutilized housing in 
addition to new construction, this project especially 
focuses on creating an organizational structure that 
fixes land value and ensures continuing support for 
the mantainance and development of housing and 
community infrastructure. It leverages existing co- 
operative trust law to transfer ownership to com- 
munities, and thus returning the people’s right to 
the city. 


- Pietro Carini 
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A HYBRID TENURE FRAMEWORK FOR NYC 











wr nnn nnn nnn n-ne CLUSTER OF TWO AND 
THREE FAMILY HOMES 
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COOPERATIVE HOUSING 
TRUST TYPOLOGIES 


——------- REPURPOSING OLD STRUCTURES 
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Cooperative Housing Trust Typologies, image: SITU Studio and 
CohStra. Opposite page: Gentrification map, image: Urban Dis- 
placement Project. 








Community District 


Yel ol-lam@(-laliglicer-licele No Displacement No Data a 
Community District 9 





COOPERATIVE HOUSING TRUSTS 


FROM PUBLIC TO COLLECTIVE 2014 TO THE FUTURE 
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From Public to Collective, image: SITU Studio and CohStra. Op- 
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Dignity 


The Cooperative Housing Trust guarantees 


agency to residents reserving their right to operate 


their own homes and managment this trust 
cooperatively. Residents are free to host guests 
and come and go without restrictions. They are 
engaged in their community and the development 
of local community playgrounds, parks, facilities 


and farming land. Homes are guaranteed to people 


with disabilities regardless of income. 
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My unit windows face 
the courtyard providing 
abundant light and air. 
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MUTUAL HOUSING ASSOCIATION 
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Opportunity 


Cooperative Housing Trusts enable working class 
people to become owners of their own homes, 
rather than spending their hard earned money 
paying a landlord’s mortgage in perpetuity. Instead, 
Cooperative residents’ rent goes toward loan 
repayment and operational costs. Over 30 years, 
loans to the city can be paid off with interest. 
Reidents would then own 90% of their homes and 
can retire without housing expenses. The MHA and 
the city would retain 10% of the shares to ensure 
housing for people with special needs. 
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Nature-City 
by WORKac 


Nature-City is a speculative project by WORKac 
sited in a semi-rural neighborhood in Keizer-Salem, 
Oregon. Nature-City was commissioned by the Mu- 
seum of Modern Art’s 2012 exhibition, “Foreclosed: 
Rehousing the American Dream,’ which sought re- 
sponses to the subprime mortgage crisis. Nature- 
City asks “What if we could live sustainably AND 
close to nature?” The project draws inspiration 
from the “Town-Country” concept of the Garden 


City conceived by British urbanist Ebenezer How- 


ard, and reinvents it with a focus on preserving and 
restoring natural habitats. 


- Elmer Wang 


Nature-City 
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Nature-City interpreted, image: Elmer Wang. 
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Territory and Connectivity 


Nature-City was conceived by WORKac as an 
connected network of producers and consumers, 
mimicking similar networks found in nature. In 
Nature-City, gardens produce food which Is sent 
to the farmers market. The farmers market then 
generates revenue for the community, and a large 
composter produces compost and methane. The 
compost then goes to the gardens and local farms 
outside the city, while the methane is used to 
generate electricity. In this sense, Nature-City is 
conceived of as a circular economy, once again 
mimicking natural processes. 
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Ne) Top: Video stills from “Nature Clty Promotion” image: 
f A Wieden+Kennedy. Bottom: Rendering showing “Caverns” at rear 
“Tower Cluster” and “Tower of Houses” at right, images: WORKac. 
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image: Elmer Wang. 





Legibility of Form and Identity 


A core aspect of Nature-City is the iconic identity 
of each of Nature City’s superblocks. Each 
structure has a specific purpose that is boldly 
expressed by a distinct spatial logic. Despite this, 
each block also contains diversity within, hosting 
a seamless mixture of market-rate and affordable 
housing, and rental and ownership—all without any 
legible boundary. 
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re intended as a Nature Corridor. 
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Aesthetics of Nature 


WORkKac designed Nature-City to integrate 
with the natural surroundings of the site. Keizer- 
Salem, Oregon is required by law to establish 
an “Urban Growth Boundary,’ or UGB. This 
protects the natural environment outside the 
city while encouraging densification within its 
borders. The site where Nature-City would have 
gone was developed as Big Box Stores, and 
now the community wants to expand the UGB. 
WORKac’s proposal imagines an alternate history 
where nature Is preserved even as growth and 
densification continues. 
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Freshkills Park 
by James Corner Field 
Operations 


Field Operations takes an organic-growth ap- 
proach to the faux restoration and reclamation of 
Freshkills Landfill as a public, urban park in Staten 
Island, New York. This design project, whose 30- 
year development was initiated in 2008, focuses on 
aesthetic adaptability and economic transformation 
toxic conditions precipitated by the urban and in- 
dustrial growth of New York City. 


- Lori Martinez 
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Territory 


Garbage beneath the mounds of Freshkills Park 
comes from neighboring residents, other city 
Boroughs and beyond. But despite the Park's 
efforts to contain garbage on site, the potential 
for associated toxins to leach into neighboring 
neighbors and waterways still exists. 
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Pad. 


Above: Park Site Plan, image: Freshkills Park and the City of New 
York. Opposite page: Freshkills Park anticipated timeline, image: 
Lori Martinez. 





Legibility 


Freshkill’s beautiful rolling hills and forests mask 
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Freshkills Park 
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pleasure of nature while concealing the ecological 


Freshkills Park offers visitors the aesthetic 
investment and engineered infrastructure of 
methane collection below the surface. The 
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BARRIER PROTECTION 
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breaking point as flora that was planted to conceal 
the system will eventually tear through geotextile 
membranes to reveal and release the man-made 


seperation of the two aesthetics will reach a 
landscape below. 
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The BIG U 
by Bjarke Ingels Group 


The BIG U ts a design proposal by the Byarke Ingels 
Group and their multidisciplinary team for the Re- 
build By Design competition after hurricane Sandy 
in 2012. This project transforms Lower Manhattan's 
watertront into a binary lansdcape caught between 
economic resilience and ecological investments. 


The BIG U proposes a series of resiliency mea- 
sures such as a deployable sea wall and terraced 
landscapes that can protect against future storm. 
This performative edge can flip between a seamless 
and a porous coastline. This flip allows the BIG U 
to position community needs and aspirations right 
along the waterfront, fused with this investment in a 
safety net for the city. 


- Sharan Saboji 
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Deployable barriers under FDR Low T-Wall : : Flyover along ConEd facility 

Low T-Wall | Wet Feet concept for buildings ' Pavilions under FDR 

Landscape Berms in Battery : | Deployable barriers along 23rd St 
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1. WET PROOFING : . PLANT STREET TREES 
2. ADDING AFFORDABLE HOUSING ON : 2. PLANT RIGHT-OF-WAY BIOSWALES 
REPLACEMENT BUILDING 3. STORE WATER IN SOFTSCAPE 
3. USE ‘PARK’ FOR BERM : 1. PLANT COMMUNITY GARDENS AND MICRO FARMS 
+, USE BERM FOR PARKING/AMENITIES/STORMWATER _ : 5. PLANT RAIN GARDENS 
5. DEVELOP NEW BUILDINGS TO INCREASE THE 6. REDUCE AND UPDATE PERVIOUS SURFACES 
MOUNT OF AFFORDABLE HOUSING : 
IND GENERATE REVENUE 
5. BUILD A CO-GEN PLANT 
EXTEND THE CHINATOWN- LES ACQUISITION FUND 
8. LOCK IN NOT-FOR PROFIT HOUSING IN THE 
PROTECTED FLOODZONE 
9. ADD COMMUNITY CENTRES 
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1. NYC GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM 

2. TWO BRIDGES NEIGHBORHOOD COUNCIL 
3. LOWER EAST SIDE ECOLOGY CENTER 

. NYCHA GARDEN AND GREENING PROGRAM 
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Legibility 


The BIG team worked with LESReady! (also known 
as the Lower East Side Long Term Recovery 
Group) and 26 community groups including the 
Battery conservancy, Downtown Alliance, elected 
officials, planning boards, and city, state, and 
Federal agencies. 


| xa ASIAN AMERICANS For EQuaLiTyY 
| Specifically, we urge you to approve the request for 
Charles E Schumer ¢ $50 million to replenish the Chinatown / Lower East 


; ' Side Aquisition Fund, which you helped to establish 
ideas beyond flood protection to address ways we might while at HPD, to preserve at-risk private affordable 


achieve the shared vision for a more resilient, equitable CF. rental housing in our communities. 
and just city. 


Hudson River Park Trust —— 
We commend the 7 HIGH LINE 


inclusion by the BIG Team of specific 


proposals to fund initiatives that seek to 2 

create greater access to Dale 
economic opportunity for local 

residents, as well as those that would Se servancy 
increase affordable housing production 


and preservation. 


THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
MANHATTAN COMMUNITY BOARD 3 


The BIG U expands the range of planning and policy 
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| commend the BIG team for exploring 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT ways to combine resiliency with 


BOROUGH OF MANHATTAN _ creating new economic opportunity for 
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‘THE COUNCIL OF local residents, ways to increase 
affordable housing production and 


PS tre ; iy 4 i a Pig r 
THE City OF NEW YORK preservation, creating new open 
Letters of Support for the BIG U proposal addressed to spaces, and strengthen communities’ 


Honorable Shaun Donovan relationship with their waterfront. 
Secretary, US Department of Housing and Urban Development 


THE CITY OF NEW YORK 
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Connectivity 


The BIG U proposal is segmented into three 
compartments to best cater to specific 
communities and enable them to develop at their 
individual pace. Across these neighborhoods, 
what unifies these efforts are long term and upland 
resilience goals addressing global warming. These 
can also making stronger ties between people 
and their waterfront, with programs tailored to 
community needs and goals. 
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Aesthetics of Nature 


The BIG U ts presented in vibrant visual 
representations that make invisible risks more 
visible and recognizable. In this sense, the BIG U’s 
own barriers resonate with existing flood-proofing 
technologies. The BIG U's proposals, however, 

go beyond, helping to build necessary social and 
economic resilience in communities in connection 


with these infrastructures. 
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Manhattan’s Far West railyards. As Jose 
Rodriguez Trujillo has argued here, Hudson 
b E10 fo (==) (0) ol-)a-m olUimr- mm ela-Janllelaameamial-lle 


1 “Invisible Street: A History of Fulton Mall,” by Rosten Woo in Street Value: Shoppign Planning and Politics 
at Fulton Mall, by Rosten Woo and Meredith Tenhoor with Damon Rich. Princeton Architecutral Press, Inven- 
tory Books, New York 2020. 
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property by marketing their exclusive status. 
I Komr-(oxexe)anle)if-jamialtom-lceralic=xeutele-lih\ Am mele t-yela 
Yards performs virtuosic feats. It warps 

fo] F- bosom Lalo ime) ce) os-me] emel(=t-laaliale mere) al-mce) am ual= 
city skyline. It creates a new ‘smart city’ 
VViidaliameal-miit-lalar-lat-lammeldcemm-t-maalelllelamne 
protect itself in its own privatized enclave. 
Likewise at the Fulton Mall, city boosters 
created a Business Improvement District to 
gyi aie) cex-me)co(-)ar-laleman'(e|(-Jal-mce) au leomlali-vare(-\e, 
oa (Yah =) (=¥ 


But these meanings can switch, as well. 

mele a(-amanrelet=)(-Yom alt-mecelaalanlelalia'mr-lat-lameal= 

a= lt=(ex- We) MYA =) 6-y-111(-s- MOM =) ah al-dre)am-lame) {-yaualaed) 
of the monarchy. Like Hudson Yards, 

moll d(-)ae-mexelUlanr-1ce fm (elel(omerg-t-1k-M-lam=Jaleyt-h- 
Tam tal-merelelalia's-j(e(-Mm ol Ui mal) a-W-t-mr- Mm al-hYi-a me) 
an alternate society. While it’s important 

Kom ol-W-] (=) ol t(er-] eo) merce) o)t-lamr-lalt-l-](-s- em tall 
enclave suggests that a just city can shelter 
=) ¢el-Valaat-yare-1ice)amudali(-m-».4e)(exeliateMi-ir-laleb-me)i 
privilege. What makes all the difference is on 
display at Fulton Mall: direct, plentify access 
Kos) oy-(ex-Wmor-| 0) |t-| Mm al-M aal=y-1al-me)m elgelelerertiola 
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Above: Fourier’s Phalanstére, image: Charles Daubigny. Opposite 
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Phalanstere 
by Charles Fourier 


At the turn of the 19th century, social theorist 
Charles Fourier developed a Utopian proposal 
for a “Phalanstére, or Phalanstery that could ad- 
dresses issues of unfulfilling labor, marital restric- 
tions, discimination against women, and poverty. In 
Fouler's scheme, individuals would be free to work 
jobs they enjoy, mingle freely with people of various 
backgrounds, and love who they please. Fourier 
imagines a network of Phalansteries, each hous- 
ing 1,620 people that would live harmoniously and 
contribute to a collective fund. Though the social, 
physical, and organizational structure was meant to 
flatten inequalities, Fourier still sees class as indis- 
pensible, to keep ambition alive. 


- Sayer Al Sayer 
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PLAN DU PHALANSTERE 


| et des Baitiments rurauy. 
Above: Plan of Phalanstere, image: la-colonie.org. Opposite page: 
Speculative site plan, image: Sayer Al Sayer with imagery from 
thenounproject.com. 
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Privatization 


Fourier envisioned a network of Phalansteries 

to expedite transport and trade. Each of the 
Phalansteries would be named after its methods of 
production. For example, a Phalanstery of artisans 
might be called an oak tribe. This drawing below 
shows how multiple units could be identified and 
scattered throughout the countryside. The orange, 
signifying property, indicates that land is shared. 
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Value 


The Phalanstery was intended to be fair and 
efficient in its finances. The wealthiest residents 
were to pay at least three times more than the 
poorest residents. Fourier proposed that all 1,620 
inhabitants gather their money in a collective fund, 
which would be used to pay for taxes, rent, and 
maintenance fees. He asserts that this system 
would benefit societal powers since payments are 
easier to collect and would be paid on time. 
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Above: Depictions of Phalanstere by unknown artist, image: www. 


“* la-colonie.org. Opposite page: Social relationships, image: Fourier, 
The Theory of the Four Movements, 1841. 





Nonmonetary Resources 


Fourier highlights marriage, women’s rights, and 
poverty as main Issues facing Civilization. Angered 
by the restrictions of marriage, he proposes a 
social structure that is more accepting of a variety 
of sexual interests, freeing both men and women to 
explore and experiment. In contrast, though Fourier 
proposing a collective fund that would level class 
distinctions, he does not reject class differences 
altogether. This new structure was intended to 
relatively shrink the gap between the rich and poor, 
and encourage them to mingle more frequently. 
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in downtown Brooklyn, image: Emilie Richardson for the Wa// Street 


Above: Tyrone Curry recently sold CDs and pins on the Fulton Mall 
> Journal. Opposite page: Project icon, image: James Ayling. 


=e 








Fulton Street Pedestrian Mall 
& Transitway 
by LHP Architects 


The Fulton Mall Improvement Association was cre- 
ated in 1976 around the same time that two oth- 
er neighboring Business Improvement District's 
(BIDs) were incorporated. The Association is re- 
sponsible for trash clean-up and other forms of 
maintenance. It hosts events for visitors and resi- 
dents, such as art exhibitions and music festivals. 
However, this Association treated Fulton Mall as 
an “eyesore” without recognizing the longstanding 
cultural vitality and economic success of this retail 
corridor, especially as a nexus for African American 
business owners. This new wave of ‘improvement, 
has brought about a displacement of business own- 
ers and a loss of cultural vitality. 


- James Ayling 
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Privatization 


The Fulton Mall Improvement Association was 
created in 1976, along with the Metrotech BID and 
Court-Livingston-Schermerhorn BID. 
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Fulton Mall 


: James Ayling. 
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Value 


The value of Fulton Street lies more in its street 

life and entertainment rather than the stores or 

the objects they hold. These drawings were done 
by LHP Architects in the 1970s. They propose to 
enhance the quality of street life. Over the years, 
as Fulton Street became more and more of a 
destination, so did the value of owning a storefront. 
This drawing show high end retail stores and 
places of entertainment within Fulton Mall. 
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Non-Monetary Resources 


The LHP Architects scheme (left) shows what they 
wanted the area to become, and not the culture 
that was there (below). 
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Hudson Yards 
by Related Companies and 
Oxford Properties Group 


Private Public Partnerships have become the de 
facto tool for creating large redevelopments in our 
cities. PPPs utilize an exclusion-inclusion principle, 
creating political, physical, and cultural boundaries 
to form islands of wealth. These islands reorient re- 
sources away from Its periphery and into itself, to 
create development within (or even discourage dis- 
investment outside of) some designated area. Hud- 
son Yards is a 28-acre PPP development built over 
the Metropolitan Transit Authority's West Side Rail 
Yard. The development integrates multiple types of 
PPP-inspired boundaries to form independent enti- 
tiles separate from the city. These entities are able 
to self-generate wealth and methodically dictate fu- 
ture expansion, while simultaneously limiting growth 
around it. 


- Jose Rodriguez Trujillo 
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2.6 million square feet 
10 Tenants 


Ly 
$120 
Avg. Price / ft2 
for Rent 


1.3 million square feet 
16 Tenants 


Avg. Price / ft2 
for Rent 





1.8 million square feet 
10 Tenants 


Avg. Price / ft2 
for Rent 


Hudson Yards interpreted, image: Jose Rodriguez Trujillo. 





Avg. Price / ft2 
for Rent 


4 million square feet 
20 Tenants |* 


Avg. Price / ft2} 
Apartments for Sale 
\ are ry \ 
Avg. Apt./ Floor 


3 Mean Income: $185,556 
))\\@ Median Age: 36 
4 White Collar: 95% 
Average Household Size: 2 
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3 10 Hudson Yards 
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National Average 

Mean Income: $75,500 
£5) Median Age: 38 

'\ White Collar: 60% 

| Average Household Size: 2.5 


5 30 Hudson Yards 
6 35 Hudson Yards 
7 50 Hudson Yards 
8 55 Hudson Yards 
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Above: Diagram of Hudson Yards’ East Yard, image: Jason Lee i j ; 
for Intelligencer. Opposite Page: The Hudson Yards development ; ; 
boom, image: Jose Rodriguez Trujillo. 


Privatization Through Boundaries 


The Hudson Yards Financing District is a 45 
square block area which sets aside property tax 
income for infrastructure spending within the 
district. As Hudson Yards has risen, more and 
more Wall Street firms have relocated, purchasing 
land and thus adding more layers of privatization 
to the neighborhood. From the district scale to 
the building, political boundaries take shape as 
physical edges that capture capital inflows for 
private gain. 
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Value Island Generation and Flows 


The Hudson Yards Public Private Partnership relies 
on exclusion-inclusion tactics to generate wealth. 
This is achieved through the creation of a special 
financial district and tax incentives/lower taxes 
which have siphoned resources off of Midtown 
Manhattan and Wall Street. 
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BUILDING HUDSON YARDS —_ an 
ENGINEERED CITY i 


35 HY 


Hudson Yards is far more than a collection of towers and open spaces. It is a model 
for the 21st-century urban experience; an unprecedented integration of buildings, 
streets, parks, utilities and public spaces that forms a connected, responsive, clean, 
reliable and efficient neighborhood. 


Communications are supported by a fiber loop, designed to optimize data speed and 
service continuity for rooftop communications, as well as mobile, cellular and two-way 
radio communications. This allows continuous access via wired and wireless broadband 
performance from any device at any on-site location. We're as good as future-proofed. 


Digital antennae service (DAS) Rooftop Wireless WNIT C3 
@O for cellular and two-way radio satellite responders MIMI Fiber Loop 
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Supported by an advanced technology platform, operations managers monitor and react to % 
power demands and temperature changes in order to enhance the employee, resident and 
Building data-capture 


visitor experience. 
Electrical and thermal Advanced 
iJ sensors (systems, sub-metering technology 


equipment) = platform 





Additionally, nearly 10 million gallons of storm water will be collected each year from building 
roofs and public plazas, then filtered and reused in mechanical and irrigation systems to 
conserve potable water for drinking and reducing stress on New York's sewer system. 


os) Stormwater Tank 
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Whatever the potential disruption—super storm, brown out—Hudson Yards has the onsite y 
power-generation capacity to keep basic building services, residences and restaurant % 
refrigerators running. It doesn’t hurt that being built above a rail yard means our first level is 4 
well above the flood plain. % 


Hudson Yards’ first-of-its-kind microgrid and two cogeneration plants will save 24,000 MT 
of CO2e greenhouse gases from being emitted annually (that’s equal to the emissions of 
~2,200 American homes or 5,100 cars) by generating electricity and hot and chilled water 
for the neighborhood more than twice as efficiently as conventional sources. 


18 megawatts of Tier 4 Con Ed ( . ; 
diesel generators Utility Grid Microgrid Breaker 


@) Hot/Chilled water plant <j — Hot/Chilled water line 





Above: Axonometric drawing of Hudson Yards systems, image: 
Hudson Yards New York. Opposite page: Hudson Yards brand map, 
image: Jose Rodriguez Trujillo, with redrawingof plan by Related/ 
Oxford. 





Capitalization of Exclusivity 


The Hudson Yards Financing District leverages 
exclusivity to consolidate value. Architecture, in 
turn, formalizes these boundaries, as aesthetic 
features of this new development enclose an inner 
core of shopping to a filtered polity. This isolates 
smaller, more exclusive islands within the overall 
island of Hudson Yards to cater to the wealthy, 
while dissuading others from lingering on its 
shores. 






1 Political 
2 Physical 
3 Cultural 
4 Accessiblity 
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About Us 


CCA Architecture, Mission Statement 

The Architecture Division at the California College of the Arts is an 
internationally recognized leader in architecture and interior design education. 
It prepares students for creative practice where material innovation and formal 
experimentation meet social engagement and cultural collaboration across four 
academic programs and four research and teaching labs. 
www.cca.edu/architecture. 


Urban Works Agency, Mission Statement 

The Urban Works Agency is a research lab in the CCA Architecture Division 
that leverages architectural design to affect social justice, ecological vitality, 
and economic resilience. UWA works with interdisciplinary partners to produce 
Original research and design projects at architectural and urban scales. We 
also lead curriculum and a post-professional degree program at CCA, where 
we host symposia, design studios, and seminars that engage students as 
active agents in dialog with the entrepreneurial and counter-cultural legacies of 
the Bay Area. www.urbanworks.cca.edu 


CCA Land Acknowledgement 

California College of the Arts campuses are located in Huichin and Yelamu, 
also known as Oakland and San Francisco, on the unceded territories of 
Chochenyo and Ramaytush Ohlone peoples, who have continuously lived 
upon this land since time immemorial. We recognize the historic discrimination 
and violence inflicted upon Indigenous peoples in California and the Americas, 
including their forced removal from ancestral lands, and the deliberate 

and systematic destruction of their communities and culture. CCA has a 
responsibility to oppose all forms of individual and institutionalized racism 
toward all people but especially toward Indigenous peoples within the arts 
fields, in which discrimination has occurred through the omission and silencing 
of Indigenous voices. CCA is committed to the inherent academic and creative 
activism required to foster a culture that acknowledges these harms, shows 
empathy and care, and demonstrates positive steps toward reconciliation and 
repair. 
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To join an agrarian Utopia, turn to page 13. 

To consolidate property ownership, turn to page 23. 
To tell a lie that becomes the truth, turn to page 33. 
To educate yourself, turn to page 49. 

To explode a myth, turn to page 59. 

To mix it up, turn to page 69. 

To create new value, turn to 79. 

To make public housing actually public, turn to page 89. 
To see if foxes ate your chickens, turn to page 105. 
To turn trash into treasure, turn to page 115. 

To protect against nature’s wrath, turn to page 125. 
To live, love, and work together, turn to page 141. 
To see past and present, turn to page 151. 

To make lots of money, turn to page 161. 
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